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Adrian Peter Tse home on the BTS, my friend Emma and I of-

ten make small talk together about many things.
This was just another topic I had asked withou
expectations but her answer has stayed i
mind.

“What do you think abou
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was interested in Thai
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ng sport, as she is just a young,
ady. Moreover, it makes her life
with working hard as a teacher as
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She told me that she loved it. She had
ght in the ring twice and had won once and
t once. I spoke to her in August, before her
hird fight, with the Thai lady who had beaten
her last time.

“What will you do if you lose to her
again?” I teased her.

“Just keep going, never give up!” she
said.

“You know, my name is Emma Thomas
(ET for short). When I went home my family

welcomed me with a sign at the airport: ET
come home! It was very funny!”

She laughed out loud. She sounded really warm
when she talked about her family and herself
and again made me even more surprised about
her favourite sport.
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have less experience. It is good to
ore,” she told me after her match. “Ac-
, one reason I love Muay Thai is that the
chters are more respectful to each other. They
aren’t gonna kill each other.”

Emma has been an English teacher in Thailand
for a few years, and training as a Thai boxer for
about one year. Every morning she has to wake
up early to warm up and practise her training
program for a few hours before going to her
teacher’s job by noon. And of course she trains
hard on her days off.

I think that a student and a boxer have
some things in common. You need to practice
with a lot of discipline to be successful. Two
months later, Emma had her forth match, and
this time she beat her opponent by Technical
Knock-Out (TKO) in the second round.

“Just keep going, never give up.” I re-
ally love my friend’s saying. The things I have
learnt from her are that a fighter is not a killer
and a good fighter never gives up. We are trying
to end the violence of the students, however as
long as they keep fighting on the street rather
than in the ring, we can’t throw in the towel.
One day, we can overcome this problem, in the
same way as my friend overcame her opponent.
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